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For more information on 
CIDM Public Health news 

and events, please visit our   
 website…. 
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Brian O’Toole is an epidemiologist who has followed a 
peripatetic research path. He completed his PhD in 
psychology/neuroscience (Sydney, 1980) and a later 
Masters in Public Health by research (Sydney, 1990) into 
risk factors for mortality in 20-40 year old men. With major 
interests in research design and analysis, psychiatric 
epidemiology and the psychological effects of trauma, he 
has pursued largely a research career in community 
medicine, epidemiology, psychiatry and public health. 
Milestones have included headship of the only academic 
survey research centre in Australia; a major set of clinical 
epidemiologic studies in General Practice Integration 
research; a national evaluation study of early psychosis 
intervention programs; and a longitudinal study of the 
health of Australian Vietnam veterans and their families. He 
has developed and taught postgraduate courses in 
epidemiology since the mid-1980s and is a consultant to 
academic research groups in study design and statistical 
analysis strategies. He has over 100 published papers and 
government reports. His current purview at CIDM-PH is to 
assist staff and students with design and analysis of clinical 
epidemiological studies. 
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